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6. The Role of Pronouns in Political Messaging 

Pronouns shape identity and solidarity in political discourse: 

Inclusive: "We," "our," "us" (e.g., "Yes We Can") foster unity and collective identity. 

Exclusive: "They," "those people" create division by othering groups. 

Such language can build coalitions but also manipulate audiences by defining who belongs—and who 
does not. 

 

Theoretical and Historical Perspectives 

1. Orwell and the Corruption of Language 

George Orwell’s Politics and the English Language (1946) warns that vague, deceptive language 
enables authoritarianism by discouraging critical thinking. Terms like "liquidation" for executions or 
"pacification" for military control distort reality, making oppression more palatable. 

2. Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) 

Scholars like Norman Fairclough analyze how language perpetuates power hierarchies. For example: 

Media framing: "Refugee crisis" vs. "immigrant invasion" influences public attitudes. 

Corporate and political alignment: Noam Chomsky’s propaganda model argues that elite interests 
shape language to manufacture public consent. 

3. Cultural and Ideological Variations 

Political language adapts to different ideologies and cultures: 

U.S. conservatives: "Job-killing regulations" to oppose environmental policies. 

U.S. progressives: "Green investments" to advocate for climate action. 

Authoritarian regimes: Propaganda slogans ("Make Germany Great Again" in Nazi rhetoric) 
consolidate control. 

Religious framing: Terms like "moral decay" influence policy debates. 

These linguistic differences reveal how words reflect deeper ideological battles. 
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