Public Administration in Politics

Public administration in political science also involves examining the relationship between
elected officials and public administrators, which is essential for understanding
democratic governance. This relationship involves delegation, coordination, and control,
as elected representatives make policy decisions while public servants are responsible
for implementing them. Political science explores this dynamic through concepts like the
principal-agent theory, which addresses how elected officials (principals) can ensure
that administrators (agents) act in the public interest. Balancing political oversight with
administrative autonomy is critical to achieving efficient and effective governance, and
understanding these relationships is key to ensuring accountability, preventing abuse of
power, and promoting trust in public institutions.
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