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Part one : International & regional Organizations

Objectives :
This part aims to answer to the following questiuons :
- What is the legal definition of an international organization?
-What are the functions of international Organisations ?
-What are the characteristics of international organizations?
-What is the importance of regional organization?
-What is the meaning and definition of international organizations?
-What is the meaning of regional organization?
-What is the difference between regional and international
organizations?
-What are examples of international and regional organisations ?
-Which is the main purpose of regional and international organizations?

The contents of the course :
1.Definition of International Organization :
2.History :
3. The main purpose on international organizations :
4.Types of International and regional Organizations :
5.The Legal Personality ofInternational Organizations :
6. Challenges :

1.Definition of International Organization :

An international Organisation, is a collection of countries that
come together for a particular purpose defining the mandate of the
organization and investing in it a legality that is agreed to by the
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participating countries. It is also known as an intergovernmental
Organisation or an international institution. It can be established by a
treaty, or under by international law. The best examples are the United
Nations, Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe
(OSCE), ECOWAS, Bank for International Settlements (BIS), Council
of Europe (COE), International Labour Organisation (ILO) and
International Criminal Police Organisation (INTERPOL), the World
Health Organisation etc. In addition to the member states, it may also
include other entities, such as other international organisations, firms,
and non-governmental organisations. Additionally, entities (including
states) may hold observer status. Intergovernmental organisations are
an important aspect of public international law.
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The term “international organization (10)" generally refers to
international governmental organizations or organizations with a
universal membership of sovereign states. The most prominent 1O is the
United Nations, with 191 members. Other organizations whose
membership is global include the World Trade Organization, the
Universal Postal Union, and the International Hydrographic
Organization. International organizations are established by treaties that
provide legal status. International organizations are subjects of
international law and are capable of entering into agreements among
themselves and with member states.
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Among international organizations, the United Nations has the
longest and most significant experience with peace operations.
International peacekeeping forces wearing blue helmets were first seen
in the late 1940s. With a continuing surge in the demand for new peace
operations, UN peacekeepers are now deployed in record numbers. In
September 2006, the UNSC authorized a 40 percent increase in
peacekeeping forces with the addition of 1,600 UN Police for East
Timor and 13,000 new troops for southern Lebanon. The UNSC also
authorized a 22,000-member peacekeeping force for Darfur, pending
Sudanese government approval for the United Nations to replace the
existing peacekeeping force of the African Union. The United States
contributes police, but not troops, to UN peace operations.
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2.History :

An early prominent example of an international organization is
the Congress of Vienna of 1814-1815, which was an international
diplomatic conference to reconstitute the European political order after
the downfall of the French Emperor Napoleon. States then became the
main decision makers who preferred to maintain their sovereignty as of
1648 at the Westphalian treaty that closed the 30 Years' War in Europe.
The first and oldest international organization—being established
employing a treaty, and creating a permanent secretariat, with a global
membership—was the International Telecommunication
Union (founded in 1865). The first general international organization—
addressing a variety of issues—was the League of Nations, founded on
10 January 1920 with a principal mission of maintaining world peace
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after World War 1. The United Nations followed this model after World
War Il. This was signed on 26 June 1945, in San Francisco, at the
conclusion of the United Nations Conference on International
Organization, and came into force on 24 October 1945.13% Currently,
the UN is the main IGO with its arms such as the United Nations
Security Council (UNSC), the General Assembly (UNGA), the
International Court of Justice (ICJ), the Secretariat (UNSA), the
Trusteeship Council (UNTC) and the Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC).
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3. The main purpose on international organizations :

International organizations exist to bind sovereign states to their
commitments and facilitate international cooperation and commitment
management . They play a crucial role in addressing the political and
economic challenges of the twenty-first century, ranging from
international credit markets to endangered species to torture . These
organizations can provide support in the form of financial resources,
expertise, training, and benchmarking opportunities to promote the
creation of entrepreneurial ecosystems in sub-Saharan Africa . The term
"international organizations” encompasses various entities such as
foreign  government  development  agencies, international
nongovernmental  organizations, development agencies, the
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international private sector, and international universities. While the
notion of international institutions is often vaguely defined,
international organizations are considered integral parts of the broader
international institutional framework . They are instruments of change
and are created to adapt to evolving political, economic, technological,
social, and cultural developments, shaping conditions for future
cooperation between members. Additionally, global organizations like
ISO, FAO, and WHO play a significant role in shaping the quality
aspects of products in international trade, contributing to sustainable
development.
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4.Types of International and regional Organizations :

Great difficulty’ bemoans a learned commentator is experienced in
classifying international organizations, because of the great diversity of
international organizations. Similarly it has been stressed that there are
no 'cast-ironl classifications of international organizations, and that in
fact, there is the 'absence of an agreed, scientific classification'10. The
above notwithstanding, the following types of international
organizations exist. Global International Organizations These are
organizations that are universal or global in reach.

Membership in these organizations is open to entities across the
world that satisfies the conditions of membership, although such
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entities may choose not to become members. Examples include the
United Nations Organization (U.N.O.), the International Labour
Organization (1.L.QO.), and the International Telecommunications Union
(1.T.U.). Regional International Organizations These organizations are
regional in character in the sense that they exist primarily to cater to the
interests of a particular geographical region of the world and
membership in them is only open to countries or entities located within
that region. Examples include the European Union (E.U.), the African

Union (A.U.) and the Organization of American States (O.A.S.)
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Economic organisations These are based on macro-economic
policy goals with some being dedicated to free trade and reduction of
trade barriers, e.g. World Trade Organisation, International Monetary
Fund. Others are focused on international development. International
cartels, such as OPEC, also exist. The Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD) was founded as an
economicpolicy-focused organisation. An example of a recently formed
economic 10 is the Bank of the South. Educational organisations These
organisations are centred around tertiarylevel study. EUCLID
University was chartered as a university and umbrella Organisation
dedicated to sustainable development in signatory countries; United
Nations University researches pressing global problems that are the
concern of the United Nations, its peoples and Member States. Health
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and Population Organisations These organisations are based on
common perceived health and population goals. These are formed to
address  those challenges collectively, for example the
intergovernmental partnership for population and development Partners
in Population and Development
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Selected regional organizations :
-Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) :

FAO is the United Nations agency responsible for agricultural
development and food production. Within the Agriculture Department,
the Animal Production and Health Division (AGA), deals with
livestock development. It includes the Animal Health Service (AGAH),
whose main role is to assist member countries in the control of animal
diseases with the objective of improving livestock production as an
integral component of general social, economic and agricultural
development. The highest priority is given to developing countries,
particularly those in Africa. This assistance is provided through FAO
Regular Programme activities or FAO-operated field projects funded
by various agencies, including the FAO Technical Cooperation
Programme (TCP).
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The Commission was founded in 1954 in response to the
widespread epidemics of foot-and-mouth disease (FMD) in Europe in
the early 1950s. By 1988, 27 European countries were members of the
Commission.

The Commission is an autonomous body within FAO, with its
headquarters in Rome. Among the Commission's major functions and
duties are to collect and disseminate information on FMD outbreaks and
to help member countries diagnose, control and prevent the disease. It
registers available virus stocks for use in vaccine production and
monitors the evolution of FMD, especially in regions from which the
disease could spread to Europe.
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-Regional organisations:

These organisations are open to members from a particular
continent or other specific region of the world.
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-Selected regional organizations
-Inter-African Bureau of Animal Resources (IBAR) :

The most important organization dealing with livestock in Africa
iIs the Inter-African Bureau of Animal Resources. Its headquarters is in
Nairobi, Kenya. IBAR is a technical branch of the Organization of
African Unity (OAU).

IBAR periodically issues Bulletin of Animal Health and
Production, which contains technical and scientific articles concerning
disease control, research and animal production. It also issues monthly
animal health statistics giving the status of the major contagious animal
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diseases in Africa, accompanied by information leaflets briefing
professionals on various selected topics.
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-Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO) :

PAHO supports the veterinary public health services concerning
zoonoses and sanitary inspection of livestock and fishery products.
Through the Pan-American Foot-and-Mouth Disease Center, services
such as training, distribution of standardized diagnostic reagents,
identification of biological specimens, vaccine quality control and
publication of standardized techniques are provided to the animal health
services. The Pan-American Zoonoses Center provides reference
services related to zoonoses.

s S el Adlata g AL LS paY daual) daaia
Gl Lad 4kl Al daall Gk 4 501 alll daall dadiic e
PIA ey Afandl y 4l pal) Slaiial) e aall il § Lasall 430 goall Gl eVl
555 sl Jie ciledd 588 2 A eall (el RS 51 Al S 5
iy ecilalilll 33 en 4] ya s cdan gl gl el Aad s Baa gl dpanidill Cadl I
Liiall 4 gaal) al a1 S ye a0y LS 4l goad) daiall ciland ) cBas gall il
L3ial A gaall (gl Wy (3l Ay e iladd 4S5 5eY) Ll
5.The Legal Personality ofInternational Organizations :

According to Harris, the term 'legal personality’ involves the
proposition that an entity is endowed by international law with legal
capacity'. " It is of the nature of international organizations that they are
possessed of legal personality. Indeed, it has been emphasized that 'the
role of international organizations in the world order centres on their
possession of international legal personality'. The possession of legal
personality means that international organizations are subjects of
international law and therefore capable of enforcing rights and duties
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upon the international plane, as distinct from operating merely within
the limits ofseparate municipal jurisdictions.

The question whether an international organization has legal
personality or not is to be answered firstly by looking at the constituent
instrument or the other multilateral agreements establishing it, or
secondly by an examination of whether such legal personality arises by
implication from such instruments.
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6. Challenges :

One of the biggest challenges that these organisations face is
adapting to the changing world and growing technologies. Most of the
older organisations like the United Nations, World bank and IMF have
been founded on hierarchies and global realities that do not represent
the realities of the present day and age. These organisations do not
always meet the aspirations of all the countries of the world. - Global
Common versus country’s interests. Another major challenge is
overcoming individual interests and priorities in the decision-making
process. Most of the International Organisations face this challenge
when nations are unable to overcome individual interests for the overall
common good.

The aforesaid is further exacerbated when the membership of
organization increases bringing in a variety of viewpoints and interests
that makes it difficult to reach a consensus on issues involving
conflicting interests. - Multiplicity of instruments. International
Organisations bring out broad range of normative instruments. These
rules form the critical pillars of an effective global governance system.
However, the multiplicity of instruments may be difficult to navigate
for users, including the policy makers and legislators that may have to
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implement them in their own jurisdictions. - Willingness to implement.
Many international organisations lack the power to have a meaningful
impact in the international political and economic system. Most 1Os rely
on member States will to cooperate and contribute resources to their
course. Being members need not necessarily lead to full execution of
the mandates at all times. - Funding. International organisations are
funded through contributions from member states, and this sometimes
leads to the donor state trying to influence the decision-making process
of these organisations for their benefit.
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